The subsystem now being developed will contain all but the standard metropolitan statistical area, special services, and staffing pattern data.
The facility record will initially contain a Medicare certification code. Ultimately, both subsystem and master file will contain a location item carrying the Medicare provider number of the facility to be used as a link with an additional record on extended care facilities. This additional record will be created because perhaps only 5,000-6,000 of a total 20,000 or more long term care facilities in the country will be certified under Medicare. The Medicare record will contain information provided by the facility at the time it applies for certification, including the classification of beds by use, staffing pattern, and services provided, and generated through the Social Security Administration system.
The Medicare file, which is guaranteed confidentiality by law, will carry also the coded items produced through the Medicare survey of the facility, and the subsidiary file will contain details of the extended care facility utilization review plan. Since the Medicare program requires periodic resurvey and recertification of facilities, the file will be updated as new information becomes available. Internal handling of data. Since information is handled so many times and for so many reasons by the data center, we must be aware of potential sources of error in the coding of facilities during the basic input process. We have therefore established a number of checkpoints and validation procedures. In addition, data which are coded outside the center are subjected to quality control checks by both the contractor and the data center staff. As a result we are confident that the system is currently operating at a high level of accuracy.
Handling and Computer System
Incoming data are collated, validated, coded, punched, and entered into the computer system. The subsystem record will contain 143 characters on a single tape record. The master file will contain a computer file record of approximately 630 characters.
The system now calls for data to go from punched cards to magnetic tape for processing on an IBM 1401 or, for certain purposes, on an IBM 1401-7010 configuration. We anticipate conversion to an IBM 360 or another third generation computer in 6-9 months, using a hardware configuration of magnetic tape and disk pack storage. We hope that ultimately we can have access to data files in a shared time mode 
